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Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Math 

 

 

Why was enVision 2.0 selected?  

The selection process started with the proclamation 2014 by the State Board of Education for 

adopted instructional materials in math, science and technology applications. With the 

evaluation of changes in the state curriculum (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills), it was 

evident that our current instructional materials would not suffice.  Additionally, communication 

from teachers demonstrated a growing concern in the amount of time that teachers were using 

to find supplemental materials, especially in grades 2 and up, to teach the curriculum.  Most of 

these resources were web based.   

Math instructional materials were sent to teachers for evaluation.  Many resources were 

considered: Texas Go Math by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, EnVision 2.0 by Pearson, Creative 

Mathematics by TPS Publishing Inc, Reasoning Minds digital resource, and a few other resources 

that were not adopted in proclamation 2014.  

What we found is that most of the instructional materials were heavily dependent on 

technology, few had complete coverage from 1st through 5th grade leaving our teachers 

vulnerable to gaps that would again have to be covered by web resources, or did not have the 

potential for depth and rigor that ACA was accustomed to. Many of the resources were only 

aligned to the Common Core standards and very few resources were aligned and included 

teacher materials that demonstrated the alignment to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills. 

We also consulted with area, tenured math instructional leaders both independent and from the 

education service centers to review instructional materials that would best help teachers teach 

and students learn the new math curriculum standards.  

EnVision 2.0 was ultimately selected by the teachers because of its availability and accessibility 

(resources are available in print and online), its rock solid vertical alignment (skills building on 

skills from grade level to grade level in sequence), and its depth of coverage of the curriculum 

(TEKS).  EnVision 2.0 is a resource that allowed teachers to tailor the instructional materials to 

the learners based on pre-assessments and enabled us to infuse our emphasis on math facts 

that we feel are necessary for our students. 

How does enVision 2.0 fit our classical education approach? 

This has been the greatest challenge for our school.  As a publicly funded school, we must sign a 

TEKS Certification document that states that the instructional materials that we approve for use 

in our instruction must cover all elements of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills, the 

required curriculum, and that we will provide the title and publication information for any 

instructional materials. Reconciling the tenets of classical education with the TEKS, especially 

the newly formed math TEKS, will take time and effort. 
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It is true that the grammar phase of classical education is most easily expressed as 

memorization of facts. However, the dialogue of classical education approaches to math and 

science have historically been interpretive. It is not within our scope to try to accomplish what 

specialists in classical education have been and will continue to debate.  What we know for 

certain is that our students will continue to receive instruction in math facts and we will 

incorporate the TEKS as we have been charged to do. As we learn methods to better integrate 

classical education in our math instructional program, those modifications that better our 

student learning will be evaluated. 

Isn’t enVision 2.0 just Common Core math in disguise? 

Common Core is the culmination of a national effort to standardize the curriculum in math and 

reading across the United States.  While we cannot ignore the implications of the Common Core 

adoption by all but four states, I can tell you with all confidence that ACA has not and has no 

plans to adopt Common Core curriculum. When reviewing the new math TEKS, campus 

administrations’ greatest concern was looking at TEKS that have moved from one grade level to 

another and navigating the potential impact on our instructional program.  Common Core was 

not part of this evaluation process.  However, it is noted that since Common Core has been 

adopted by more than 90% of the states, it stands to reason that most publishers as well as 

most assessment tools have aligned their tools and materials to the Common Core.  The ACT 

and SAT college entrance exams have aligned their standards with the Common Core standards.   

EnVision 2.0 was one of the few resources available to ACA that also aligned its instructional 

materials to the Texas state standards (TEKS). It is the evaluation of these instructional tools to 

assist teachers in accomplishing the Texas state standards that leads ACA to believe it has 

selected the best instructional materials resource for our school. 

You keep talking about new TEKS.  What are TEKS and why does that matter to ACA? 

TEKS, an acronym that represents Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills, are a group of standards 

that the State Board of Education and the Texas Education Agency require all publicly funded 

schools to teach.  TEKS are broken into process standards, readiness standards, and supporting 

standards. The TEKS are the curriculum that we agree to follow in order to receive public dollars. 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter111/ch111a.html#111.5 

Why aren’t we emphasizing the memorization of math facts? 

ACA believes that memorization of math facts is vital for students to progress in higher 

education and we are still committed to the memorization of math facts. 

I feel like we are teaching to a standardized test. Are we?  

ACA’s approach to public education is that the TEKS are the minimum required instruction for 

your student.  Your student still receives an enriched curriculum with Core Knowledge (E.D. 

Hirsch, Jr) and higher expectations. While we do not teach to any standardized test, we do teach 

the standards (TEKS and Core Knowledge).  We are well aware that we are held accountable for 

our students’ performance on the state standardized assessment known as the STAAR.  While it 

is not our goal to focus on the STAAR and, therefore, it does not drive our strategy, we believe it 
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is a natural effect of the hard work of our teachers that our students continue to perform well 

on the state assessment and ACA continues to receive the highest rating available from TEA with 

distinctions. 

Where can I find help with homework? 

ACA is committed to supporting the parents’ role as a partner in the education of their children. 

Therefore, we have established a website of resources that include enVision 2.0 resources and 

resources from other suppliers to support the parent and the student during home practice. 

http://www.acaedu.net/Page/1476  

Additionally, students will be assigned a login username and password where the student and 

parent can access enVision 2.0 from their home computer.   

When will tutoring begin and what will it look like? 

Tutoring, in addition to any offering by the classroom teacher, will be available once enough 

data has been collected to see where our students need assistance. It is our plan to begin our 

tutoring services in late September. Our tutoring services will include during school and after 

school tutoring opportunities either by ACA teachers or by tutors hired specifically for math and 

reading.  Outside tutors that are hired are trained and monitored by the instructional specialists.  

  

http://www.acaedu.net/Page/1476

